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ness, or the supernatural.'1 He commended the observance
of the rites, not because they would please the deity but
because they had come down to us from antiquity. He
knew that no external authority could have the right psycho-
logical influence on human action. Any tradition of in*
herited culture, transmitted to us from antiquity by saints
and sages, should command our esteem.

Goodness, according to Confucius, means conformity
to the way of Heaven, which bestows power. Sacrifice and
divination are the means for pleasing and ascertaining the
will of Heaven. The ritualists of the Confucian school
make out that % sacrifice is not something that comes from
outside. It is something that comes from inside, being bora
in our hearts (feelings) ; when the heart is uneasy we support
it with ritual.*2 Hsun Tzu, quoting an earlier document,
states that 'sacrifice is a state of mind in which our thoughts
turn with longing towards Heaven. It is the supreme
expression of loyalty, love and respect.53 When Confucius
asks us to understand 'ritual and music*, he accepts them as
means for the culture of personality. * Music represents
heaven or the abstract, while the ritual represents the earth
or the concrete.' When Confucius observes that a man's
education should begin with poetry, should be strengthened
by moral restraint and consummated in music, he believes
that the purpose of all these is to reform the nature of man.
There is great emphasis on individual exertion. The
fundamental belief of Confucianism is; 'Men can develop
Tao; Tao does not develop men/

The impression that the morality of Confucius was
somewhat external is stressed in a conversation between
Confucius and Lao Tzu reported by Chuang Tzu.
* Confucius said to Lao Tzu, "I have edited the songs, the
book of History, the Rites, the Canon of Nfusic, the book
of Changes, the Chronicle of Springs and Autumns, six
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